
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP  
ZONING COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING   

 
Monday, March 25, 2019 – media notified 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Dr. Koncal at 7:00 pm.   
R/C: Dr. Woodruff-present; Chasar-present; Lachina-present; Dr. Koncal-present;  
Witkiewicz-present. 
 
Mr. Chasar made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 25, 2019 Regular 
Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Witkiewicz.  R/C Vote:  all in favor 
 
Dr. Koncal stated the first order of business was Brent Classen from Brentwood.    
 
Mr. Classen gave a very brief summary on changing the mix of the units in Senior Living, 
Senior Care and Continuing Care Communities as suggested by Omni Development whom he 
spoke with regarding the purchase and development of the Cleveland Clinic property.  
(Drawing attached)   
 
After Mr. Classen’s summary, Dr. Koncal stated he had three concerns. 
 

1. We don’t have villas we have senior living units. 
2. The new number of the senior living units (120) proposed are extremely too high.  

The mix of these units does not match up to what the zoning commission manufactured 
for Mr. Classen as far as the changes to our zoning resolution to allow Mr. Classen’s 
initial plan to go forward. 

3. To allow these senior living units to go in without a main independent living unit 
leaves us wide open for a housing development.  

 
There was a lengthy discussion. 
  
Dr. Woodruff asked why the change from Withers to Omni.  Mr. Classen responded Withers 
Design is an architectural/engineering firm and Omni is a developer of assisted living and 
memory care.   Omni asked Mr. Classen to feel the zoning commission out with this plan for 
discussion.  
 
Mr. Snell asked whether Mr. Classen had purchased the Cleveland Clinic property.  Mr. 
Classen replied no, the Clinic is probably going to put it on the market. 
 
Mr. Classen said he would speak with the developer and let him know where we stand.   
 
Dr. Koncal told Mr. Classen he is entitled to ask for anything he wants; an amendment or a 
change to our zoning.  The Board has to consider it.  It is not impossible, but highly 
improbable. Mr. Classen needs to get back to where we were, and suggested he look at the 
total numbers and the mix. 
 
Mr. Snell asked whether Mr. Classen would be developing this property.  Mr. Classen replied 
he would be a minority with Omni because of the size and expense of the project.  
 
Mr. Chasar stated the current Cleveland Clinic signs by the closed buildings could be 
confusing to someone in case of an emergency.  Mr. Classen replied he would mention it to the 
Clinic to remove the signs. 
 
Mr. Chasar thanked Mr. Classen for attending the meeting. 
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Mr. Snell distributed copies of the amendments to the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions 
for the Eaton Estate Community Association, and the ACCES Rules Summary for Greenwood 
Village. 
 
Carol Lewis was in attendance representing the Eaton Estate Community Association Board. 
Tom Kemery and Scott Klement were in attendance representing Greenwood Village. 
 
Mr. Snell read and summarized Amendment C Section 16 of the Eaton Estate Community 
Association Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions regarding sheds.   
 
Ms. Lewis gave a brief summary on where the Eaton Board stands on sheds. 
 
Tom Kemery of Greenwood Village confirmed they have a rule that states no sheds in 
Greenwood Village.  
 
There was a lengthy discussion on sheds. 
 
Mr. Snell asked from Greenwood’s perspective where were they in regard to sheds.   Mr. 
Kemery responded no sheds.   
 
Dr. Woodruff asked Ms. Lewis if it was Eaton Estates desire that the zoning commission would 
allow sheds in PUD’s.   Ms. Lewis responded the majority of the Eaton Estates residents have 
requested of the board numerous times during the last twenty years to allow sheds.   The board 
recently changed their by-laws to allow sheds, but that it would take one year to determine the 
guidelines as far as Eaton Estates and the township is concerned. 
 
The discussion continued with comments from Scott Klement and Tom Kemery of Greenwood 
Village, and Ms. Lewis from Eaton Estates. 
 
Dr. Koncal thanked Ms. Lewis, Mr. Kemery and Mr. Klement for attending the meeting. 
 
Mr. Chasar asked Mr. Snell about the soccer field that was built under the high-tension wires by 
the last new house built on Valley View on the left just before the Summit County Hike & Bike 
Trail. 
 
Mr. Snell responded the property under the high-tension wires is First Energy’s property and the 
owner of the house on Valley View built the soccer field without permission.  The township 
reported this to First Energy.  Mr. Fantozzi responded First Energy is handling this situation. 
 
Mr. Chasar commented there is a problem with debris at Sagamore Square.  Mr. Fantozzi 
contacted them two weeks ago and told them we are getting complaints and that it needs to be 
cleaned up.  Mr. Fantozzi also mentioned that Mama Maria’s signs are painted on the outside 
walls of the building. 
 
Jack Donnelly, 1116 Hawthorne Circle, asked what is the percentage of greenspace required in a 
cluster development.   Dr. Koncal responded 40%.   Mr. Donnelly asked whether greenspace 
was the same as open space.   Dr. Koncal replied yes, but it has to be undisturbed.  Mr. Donnelly 
asked whether it could be clear cut.  Dr. Woodruff responded no.  Mr. Donnelly highly 
recommended the board take a walk off of Dunham Road.   Everything has been clear cut in the 
back of the 93-acre property off of Dunham Road.   Mr. Fantozzi responded that Summit Soil & 
Water is aware this tree cutting took place.   
 
There was a brief discussion on Heartridge. 
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Dr. Koncal asked for Mr. Donnelly’s permission for township representatives to start on his 
property and work their way back so we can see exactly where the property lines are.  Dr. 
Koncal asked Mr. Donnelly whether he had any objection to Ray or Jeff going on his property.  
Mr. Donnelly responded he would prefer that they came in off of Dunham Road.   
 
Mr. Donnelly shared his concerns about whether the clear cutting that took place was legal and 
also the distance between the homeowner’s residence and a new development such as 
Heartridge. 
 
There was a brief discussion. 
 
Mr. Fantozzi stated he received an email from Alina Godbey (Summit Soil & Water 
Conservation District) on this subject.  There was supposed to be a pre-construction meeting, 
but Mr. Fantozzi never saw the date for the pre-construction meeting.  There was some 
concern over tree clearing.   Alina authorized tree clearing because of the riparian set-back.   
Mr. Fantozzi knew they were going to start clearing trees, but it was cleared by Alina from 
Summit Soil and Water.  Mr. Fantozzi did not have a copy of the tree cutting plan. 
 
Mr. Snell will let the zoning commission and Mr. Donnelly know what happened after they 
walk the property. 
 
Dr. Woodruff made a motion to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. Seconded by Mr. Witkiewicz.   
R/C Vote:  all in favor. 

 
    
                  

    


